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Participatory research in social work 

Date & time: Friday April 22, 2022 from 9u30 - 12u30 (Brussels time)   

Join for free:   https://ugent-be.zoom.us/j/98151090675?pwd=TlovQUMzUXdGaEJjbW1OREtDQUxGdz0  

Meeting ID: 981 5109 0675                                        Passcode: 489rhfTC                                                                                                                                                       

 

09.30 - 09.45 - Welcome and introduction: Prof. dr. Rudi Roose (Ghent University, Belgium) 

09.45 - 10.30 – Prof dr Judith McKenzie (University of Cape Town, South Africa) 

▪ Participatory research viewed from a southern perspective 

Prof Judith McKenzie is a professor of disability studies at the University of Cape Town. She is the 
director of the research unit, Including Disability in Education in Africa (IDEA) where she oversees 
research on inclusive education and community based inclusive development. 

The concept of human rights has a significant place in the understanding of participatory 
research which seeks to engage participants as autonomous individuals who can represent themselves in all 
issues pertaining to their lives. As scholars in the field of intellectual disability will be aware, this assumption 
is challenged in the area of individuals with complex support needs. Not only is this a matter of overcoming 
communication barriers, but it is also to recognise that a state of what Eva Kittay (1) terms ‘inevitable 
dependency’ requires the recognition and inclusion of care partners, within a framework of a feminist ethics of 
care. Furthermore, in an African context in which collective agency is recognised within the philosophy of 
ubuntu, individual participation is inextricably tied to the individual’s place in the community (2).  In this 
presentation, I will share some ideas about what might constitute participatory methods in an African context, 
drawing on a feminist ethics of care and the ubuntu world view. 
 
10.30 – 11.00 - Break 
 
11.00 - 11.45 – dr Toon Benoot (Ghent University, Belgium) 

 

▪ The participant and its participation in participatory social work research   

 

Toon Benoot is postdoctoral researcher at the department of Social Work and Social Pedagogy of 
Ghent University. His research activities and collaborations are related to the field of social work and 
social policy, and to the understanding of and contribution to autonomy and social justice. 
 
Interpretive research with a focus on participatory approaches is often seen as the obvious choice for social 
work research involving individuals with complex needs. However, the grounds for this choice and the 
implementation of participation can remain too implicit and vague. As such, participatory research runs the 
risk of being seen as easy to adopt and as such the quality of the research process and the fundamental choices 
that need to be made may not be discussed. The 'why' of a participatory stance in engaging people with complex 
support needs is a crucial question. The question of ‘how’ to capture and understand the voices of these 
individuals requires unconventional approaches that involve dilemmas such as navigating between procedural 
ethics and a so-called 'ethics of doing research'. To illustrate the point, I will draw on my experience of a 
photovoice project with people with intellectual disabilities in a residential care setting. 
 
11.45 - 12.30: Questions and debate 
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