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About 

 
The international Social Work & Society Academy (TiSSA) is an independent cooperation between 

European universities, institutes and organisations. It was built up in 2002 as result of an European 

TEMPUS- TACIS-Project by the initiative of Prof. dr. Hans-Uwe Otto (Bielefeld University, Germany), 

dr. Olga Borodkina (St. Petersburg State University, Russia), Prof. dr. Walter Lorenz (Free University 

of Bolzano, Italy) and Prof. dr. John Harris (University of Warwick, Great Britain) to enhance and 

promote the international scientific and professional discourse about social work and its relation to 

society, especially against the background of fundamental transformations of ‘the social’ in the context 

of globalization. 

TiSSA provides a forum for involving professionals and academics in innovative discussion on theory 

and practice at the cutting edge of the social professions. Its overall aim is to identify how the needs 

of a wide range of societies experiencing transition can be met through the generation of new 

knowledge, concepts and models. The organisers of TiSSA assume, that socio-economical 

developments indicate categorically that social work has to deal with its relation to the respective 

societies in a critical way, in order to build out a clear professional profile for the future, for a renewal 

of perspectives and to improve its agency. Any site of economic, political and social transition poses a 

challenge to social professions to reflect on new approaches to social work. 

In doing so, TiSSA focuses on promoting a comparative approach to the analysis of social work and 

society, enhancing the development of knowledge, skills and experience, shaping organisational changes 

and new governance processes, analysing quality criteria and reflecting on best practice and 

encouraging the international dissemination and exchange of information on significant developments. 

 

Conference theme 

 
This year’s conference theme is titled: sustainable social work in times of crises. The current pandemic 

has shown to not be the great equalizer, yet points more clearly than ever to existing and new societal 

inequalities penetrating the very fabric of our societies. While some have argued for the death of social 

work, as it would not be living up to its ideal of social justice and social change, others highlight the 

opportunity this current disturbance of the equilibrium offers to radicalize a social agenda. In any case, 

all over the world social work is being challenged to reposition itself in the face of a post-crisis struggle 

to maintain or challenge the reintroduction of a simple status quo. 

In order to address this struggle, TiSSA invites experts from academic social work research, 

professional fields and policy to the TiSSA 2022 conference in Ghent, Belgium, to discuss the 

development of sustainable social work in the face of the challenges that the current pandemic and 

post-crisis struggle pose to societies and the field/discipline of social work itself. 
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Host city 

Ghent is a city located in the Belgian province of East Flanders. The city has about a quarter of a million 

inhabitants. ‘The historic heart of Flanders’, ‘a city of all ages’, ‘Mediaeval Manhattan’ and ‘Europe’s 

best-kept secret’: these are some nicknames Ghent has collected over the years. So don’t hesitate to 

wander around during the conference and enjoy some cultural hot spots, such as a boat cruise through 

Ghent's Canals or exploring the Fortress of Gravensteen. Furthermore, the Ghent city skyline is 

dominated by "the three towers," also known as the Ghent tower row: the 95-meter-high belfry tower, 

St. Bavo's Cathedral (originally St. John's Church) with its famous retable “Lam Gods” by Jan van Eyck, 

and St. Nicholas Church. 

How to get to the Plenum Conference 

The Plenum Conference will take place at Museum dr. Guislain. Here you can find the address and 

ways to get there: 

o Jozef Guislainstraat 43B, 9000 Gent 

o Map pin: https://goo.gl/maps/tuGTdwhAe5gshHeVA 

 

o How to get there:  

▪ On foot:  

• It takes approx. 30 minutes to walk from the city centre to the Museum Dr. 

Guislain 

▪ Tram:  

• You can take Tram 1 at different places in the city centre. It comes regularly and 

has a stop directly at the Museum Dr. Guislain in the Guislain street. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://goo.gl/maps/tuGTdwhAe5gshHeVA
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How to get to the social events  

On August 21, at 17:00, we organise a welcome reception for all participants. This reception 

is the ideal opportunity to meet each other. The international Social Work & Society Academy will 

offer beverages and appetizers. We meet at the Faculty of Psychology and Educational Sciences 

(FPPW). Here you can find the address and ways to get there:     

                                             

o Henri Dunantlaan 2, 9000 Ghent  

o Map pin: https://goo.gl/maps/TMxopVY24LEz7vaGA 

o How to get there: 

▪ On foot:  

• From the city centre, it takes approx. 25 minutes to reach Henri Dunantlaan 2.  

▪ Tram:  

• Take Tram 2 to the Rozemarijnbrug stop. The walk from the Rozemarijnbrug 

to the faculty takes 8 minutes. 

• You can also take Tram 4 from the city centre to the faculty. Get off at the 

Bernard Spaelaan stop. The walk to the faculty takes 8 minutes.  

▪ Bus: 

• Take a bus to the Beneluxplein stop (bus 9, 14, 15, 38, 39, 65, 69): the bus 

stops in front of the faculty.  

 

On August 24, the Farewell Dinner Party takes place. This event is for those who have signed up 

for it upon registration.We meet at music center De Bijloke, which is a beautifully preserved 13th 

century building on the edge of the Ghent city center. Here you can find the address and ways to get 

there:     

 

o Bijlokekaai 7, 9000 Ghent 

o Map pin: https://goo.gl/maps/RHE9UCbc2Yb5kEr9A 

o How to get there: 

▪ On foot:  

• From the city centre, it takes approx. 20 minutes to reach Bijlokekaai 7.  

▪ Tram:  

• Take Tram 1 to Gent Verlorenkost. Then walk for approx. 7 minutes. 

• Take Tram 2 to Gent Bijlokehof. Then walk for approx. 5 minutes. 

 

 

https://goo.gl/maps/TMxopVY24LEz7vaGA
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Important information for plenum conference participants 

 

Keynote sessions 

Each keynote presenter has 25 minutes to present, after which there is 15 minutes for Q&A.  

Parallel sessions 

Each presenter in a parallel session has 20 minutes to present, after which there is 10 minutes of Q&A.  

Accommodation  

Each room is provided with a computer/laptop and a beamer. Participants who prefer to use their own 

laptop are allowed to do so. All computers available are Windows computers. Participants who prefer 

to make us of their own Apple computer are asked to bring the necessary adapters so they can connect 

to the beamer. 

Chair 

In each session, a chair is appointed. He or she is responsible for the appointed sessions and is asked 

to bear in mind the given timeframe. The chair can, in dialogue with the participants, decide to discuss 

every presentation separately or to hold a more general discussion at the end of all presentations. If 

sessions are not fully booked, the chair can decide to give more time to each participants or to end 

the session early. 
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Sunday, 21 august 2022  -  Henri Dunantlaan 2, 9000 Gent 

 
17:00 – 20:00  Welcome reception for all participants  

 This reception is the ideal opportunity to meet each other. The international Social 

Work & Society Academy will offer beverages and appetizers.  

 

 There will be a book launch of the book: “Social Work with the Black African 

Diaspora” (Policy Press). The authors are Washington Marovatsanga (Atlantic 

Technological University) and Paul Michael Garrett (University of Galway). TiSSA 

conference participants can get a discount of 50% when you purchase the book. For 

more information, click here. 

 

 

Monday, 22 august 2022  -  Museum Dr. Guislain 

 
08:30 – 09:30   Registration (Guislain café) 

 

 

09:30 – 10:30    Opening of the TiSSA Plenum (Main room) 

Prof. dr. Rudi Roose – Chair of The international Social Work and Society 

Academy 

Prof. dr. Ann Buysse – Dean of The Faculty of Psychology and Educational 

Sciences, Ghent University 

Bart Marius – Artistic Director Museum Dr. Guislain  

 

10:30 – 11:00   Coffee Break (Guislain café) 

 

11:00 – 13:00   Key note session (Main room) 

Chair: Rudi Roose 

The recalibration of formal, non-formal and informal social work during the 

COVID-pandemic. Neo-philanthropy or prefigurative politics - Pascal Debruyne 

(BE) 

The end of social work or dissenting social work? - Paul Michael Garrett (IE) 

Values in social work in times of crisis -  Ewa Kantowich (PL) 

 

13:00 – 14:00  Lunch break (Guislain café) 

 

 

 

 

 

../../../../SOCIAL%20WORK%20WITH%20THE%20BLACK%20AFRICAN%20DIASPORA%20Flyer%20and%20Discount%20Voucher.pdf
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14:00 – 16:00   Parallel Sessions (Main room, Room 1, 2 and 3) 

 

Symposium – Main room 

Supporting youth in challenging times: towards inclusive crisis management. 

Empirical explorations from Dutch metropolitan areas - Femke Kaulingfreks, 

Zulia Rosalina, Sarah Uitman, Marte Wiersma, Sharifah Redan and Lieke Wissink 

(NL) 

 

Symposium – Room 1 

 ‘Signifying Lived Citizenship in Social Work’ - Vanessa Dermaut, Bayartsetseg 

Terbish, Dries Cautreels and Toon Benoot (BE) 

 

Globalisation & migration – Room 2 

Chair: Anja Van Den Durpel 

The past, present and future: How can we (re)think (of) future-oriented social 

work with illegalised migrants? - Soline Ballet and Robin Vandevoordt (BE) 

Environmental Justice in the Context of Roma Communities - Michaela 

Vaceková, Jana Levická and Martin Gál (SK) 

Humanitarian crises as a springboard for more sustainable social policies? The 

case of irregular migrants in Europe - Anja Van den Durpel (BE) 

Community Organizing for Social Justice: The Case of Diverse Communities 

in Israel - Dassi Postan-Aizik (IL) 

 

Contemporary challenges – Room 3 

Chair: Cristiana Dias de Almeida 

Network governance in local territories: from ideal to reality - Cristiana Dias 

de Almeida (PT) 

Preparing Social Workers to Assess Mental Health in a Post Covid-19 

Environment - Anthony Bruner (US) 

Social Workers’ Perceptions Regarding Legal Intervention versus therapeutic 

Intervention for Older Adults without Significant Cognitive Decline Who Are 

Abused by their Adult Children - Sagit Lev, Mickey Schindler and Yael Waksman 

(IL) 

"VielfaltNRW" - Needs of young Muslims and religion-sensitive professionalism 

in German child and youth welfare - Cynthia Kohring and Inga Selent (GE) 

 

16:00 – 16:30   Coffee Break (Guislain café) 
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16:30 – 18:30   Parallel sessions (Main room, Room 1, 2, 3)  

 

Symposium – Main Room 

 

Politicisation: new term for policy practice? - Bart Van Bouchaute, Luc De Droogh, 

Andy De Brabander, Hans Grymonprez, Pascal Debruyne and Jan Naert (BE) 

 

Child & family social work – Room I 

Chair: Andrea Fleckinger 

Handle with care - Mothers and Child protection social workers: Reflections 

on Care and Agency - Andrea Fleckinger (IT) 

Developing a positive living climate in residential youth care: how do group 

workers cultivate a basic pedagogy? - Delphine Levrouw, Stijn Vandevelde and Rudi 

Roose (BE) 

Homebound family foster care - supporting families at their homes - Kaisa 

Vuolukka (FI) 

The Exacerbating Effects of COVID-19 on Children: The Clients of the Israeli 

360 National Program for at-Risk Children and Youth as a Case Study - Tal 

Arazi and Yael Sabag (IL) 

 

Power and politics – Room 2 

Chair: Saleem Jalalzai 

Crises of women’s rights – Is sustainable social work and female empowerment 

still possible in Afghanistan? - Saleem Jalalzai, Tameem Jalalzai and Susanne 

Leitner (GE) 

Intervention of social work within solving toxic legacy in Slovakia - Martin Gál, 

Michaela Vaceková and Jana Levická (SK) 

 

Poverty and homelessness – Room 3 

Chair: Bram Gootjes 

Ordering homelessness. On the freedom and autonomy - Bram Gootjes (BE) 

Legal aid for people in extreme poverty. Challenges and reflections from a 

study on a voluntary organization in Italy - Maria Chiara Pedroni (IT) 

The Un/Deserving Child: philanthropic philosophies and practices in 

Combating child poverty - Nicolas Jacquet (BE) 

 

20:00   Dinner Steering committee  
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Tuesday, 23 august 2022  -  Guislain Museum 
 

09:00 – 10:30   Keynote Session (Main room) 

Chair: Rudi Roose 

Democracy as a Sustainable Practice: The Formation of Political Subjects in 

Child and Youth Welfare Services - Zoe Clark (GE) 

Social services for marginalized groups during the covid-19 crisis: the impact 

on social work profession - Dragana Stoeckel (RS) 

Sustainable social work: a cultural-historical perspective on the formation and 

organisation of frontline social work - Hans Grymonprez (BE) 

 

10:30 – 11:00   Coffee break (Guislain café) 

 

11:00 – 13:00   Parallel sessions (Main room, Room 1, 2, 3) 

Symposium – Main room 

Social rights and social work: a dynamic and multi-level perspective on non-

take up - Lore Dewanckel, Tineke Schiettecat, Silke De Troyer and Caroline 

Vandekinderen (BE) 

 

Symposium – Room 1 

Child sexual abuse as a continuous crisis in social work - Sustainable 

developments as challenges for practice and research in child and youth 

services -  Bernd Christmann, Jana Demski, Maik Sawatzki and Hannah Esser (GE) 

 

Professionalism – Room 2 

Chair: Steven Brandt 

I'm actually your worst nightmare - intergenerational dialogues between social 

workers - Steven Brandt (BE) 

The reality of professional encounters unraveled - Harry Lunabba (FI) 

It's lonely at the top - leadership and loneliness - Catharina Nickel (GE) 

Empirical approaches to social pedagogical relationships: the question of 

coherence and subjection in socio-educational contexts - Sarah Henn and 

Fabian Kessl (GE) 

 

Youth care – Room 3 

Chair: Jan Naert 

How can cooperation between social workers support the social rights of 

young people in vulnerable situations in Flanders? - Jan Naert and Wendy 

Eerdekens (BE) 

The role of social workers on addressing young people needs in emergency 

situations - Eliona Kulluri Bimbashi and Marsela Allmuça (AL)  
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Towards A Positive Living Group Climate in (Flemish) Residential Youth Care 

- Lisa Cardoen, Stijn Vandevelde, Rudi Roose and Filip De Baets (BE) 

Prioritising cases in waiting lists: empirical study and analysis from the 

viewpoint of social justice - Koen Gevaert (BE) 

 

13:00 – 14:00   Lunch break (Guislain café) 

 

14:30 – 17:00   Field Visits 

During this afternoon, you will be able to choose between a diversity of field 

visits. The possibilities of visits will be announced in August.     

 

 

Wednesday, 24 august 2022  -  Guislain Museum 
 

09:00 – 10:30   Keynote Session (Main room) 

Chair: Rudi Roose 

The Impact of the COVID-19 Pandemic on Social Workers at the Frontline:  

Challenges & Opportunities in Primary Care - Rachelle Ashcroft (CA) 

Social-emotional prototype for children resilience - Giedre Kvieskiene and  
Vytautas Kvieska (LT) 

 

10:30 – 11:00   Coffee break (Guislain café) 

 

11:00 – 13:00   Parallel Sessions (Main room, Room 1, 2, 3) 

Symposium – Main room 

Radical Hope: Recent developments in theory, research and practice of the 

poverty-aware paradigm - Michal Krumer-Nevo, Shlomit Weiss-Dagan and Shachar 

Timor-Shlevin (IL) 

 

Symposium – Room 1 

Re-inventing the social professions in vulnerable neighborhoods during covid-

19: analyzing landscapes of care as a socio-spatial professional orientation - 

Griet Roets, Mare Knibbe, Sander van Lanen, Evelyne Deceur, Simon Allemeersch, 

Tineke Schiettecat, Ceren Sezer, Sara Willems and Klasien Horstman (BE) 

 

 

Contemporary challenges – Room 2 

Chair: Frank Bauer 

The triadic constellation of a new service in the German Social Code II: 

“holistic care and assistance accompanying former long-term-unemployed 

during their subsidized employment” - Frank Bauer (GE) 
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Lessons (not) learned from pandemic times. Individual and organizational 

aspects of digital transformation in the disability field - Martin F. Reichstein (SK) 

 

Social Cost Benefit Analysis as a Paradigmatic Shift in the Community Planning 

of Social Services - Kateřina Glumbíková and Marek Mikulec (CZ) 

 

Water as a Problem of Slovak Social Work? - Jana Levická, Martin Gál and 

Michaela Vaceková (SK) 

 

Social work knowledge development – Room 3 

Chair:  Jonathan Lambaerts 

Philosophy as method for social work - Jonathan Lambaerts (BE) 

Masculine capital for good and bad as well as research on social work - Jiri 

Nieminen (FI) 

 The emergence of the End-of-Life as a Social Question in the development of 

knowledge in Social Work - Helena Neves Almeida and Berta Pereira Jacinto (PT) 

 

13:00 – 14:00   Lunch break (Guislain café) 

 

14:00 – 15:30   Key notes (Main Room) 

Chair: Rudi Roose  

(De-)Institutionalisation of youth welfare in times of the pandemic – Martina 

Richter (GE) 

 

Dealing with the legacy of political conflict: Researching the views of social 

workers in Northern Ireland - Jim Campbell (IR) 

 

15:30 – 16:00   Closing session (Main room) 

 

18:30    Farewell Dinner Party (Bijlokekaai 7, 9000 Ghent) 

We meet at music center De Bijloke, which is a beautifully preserved 13th century 

building on the edge of the Ghent city center. The closing walking dinner will be 

provided by Coeur Catering, a venture that is committed to a sustainable approach 

by focusing on environmentally friendly and seasonal products. Leftovers are creatively 

reprocessed or donated to families in need in collaboration with Ghent-based 

Foodsavers. 


