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About 

 
The international Social Work & Society Academy (TiSSA) is an independent cooperation between 

European universities, institutes and organisations. It was built up in 2002 as result of an European 

TEMPUS- TACIS-Project by the initiative of Prof. dr. Hans-Uwe Otto (Bielefeld University, Germany), 

dr. Olga Borodkina (St. Petersburg State University, Russia), Prof. dr. Walter Lorenz (Free University 

of Bolzano, Italy) and Prof. dr. John Harris (University of Warwick, Great Britain) to enhance and 

promote the international scientific and professional discourse about social work and its relation to 

society, especially against the background of fundamental transformations of ‘the social’ in the context 

of globalization. 

TiSSA provides a forum for involving professionals and academics in innovative discussion on theory 

and practice at the cutting edge of the social professions. Its overall aim is to identify how the needs 

of a wide range of societies experiencing transition can be met through the generation of new 

knowledge, concepts and models. The organisers of TiSSA assume, that socio-economical 

developments indicate categorically that social work has to deal with its relation to the respective 

societies in a critical way, in order to build out a clear professional profile for the future, for a renewal 

of perspectives and to improve its agency. Any site of economic, political and social transition poses a 

challenge to social professions to reflect on new approaches to social work. 

In doing so, TiSSA focuses on promoting a comparative approach to the analysis of social work and 

society, enhancing the development of knowledge, skills and experience, shaping organisational changes 

and new governance processes, analysing quality criteria and reflecting on best practice and 

encouraging the international dissemination and exchange of information on significant developments. 

 

Conference theme 

 
This year’s conference theme is titled: sustainable social work in times of crises. The current pandemic 

has shown to not be the great equalizer, yet points more clearly than ever to existing and new societal 

inequalities penetrating the very fabric of our societies. While some have argued for the death of social 

work, as it would not be living up to its ideal of social justice and social change, others highlight the 

opportunity this current disturbance of the equilibrium offers to radicalize a social agenda. In any case, 

all over the world social work is being challenged to reposition itself in the face of a post-crisis struggle 

to maintain or challenge the reintroduction of a simple status quo. 

In order to address this struggle, TiSSA invites experts from academic social work research, 

professional fields and policy to the TiSSA 2022 conference in Ghent, Belgium, to discuss the 

development of sustainable social work in the face of the challenges that the current pandemic and 

post-crisis struggle pose to societies and the field/discipline of social work itself. 
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Host city 

Ghent is a city located in the Belgian province of East Flanders. The city has about a quarter of a million 

inhabitants. ‘The historic heart of Flanders’, ‘a city of all ages’, ‘Mediaeval Manhattan’ and ‘Europe’s 

best-kept secret’: these are some nicknames Ghent has collected over the years. So don’t hesitate to 

wander around during the conference and enjoy some cultural hot spots, such as a boat cruise through 

Ghent's Canals or exploring the Fortress of Gravensteen. Furthermore, the Ghent city skyline is 

dominated by "the three towers," also known as the Ghent tower row: the 95-meter-high belfry tower, 

St. Bavo's Cathedral (originally St. John's Church) with its famous retable “Lam Gods” by Jan van Eyck, 

and St. Nicholas Church. 

How to get to the PhD Pre – Conference  

The PhD Pre – Conference will take place at the Faculty of Psychology and Educational Sciences 

(FPPW). Here you can find the address and ways to get there: 

Faculty of Psychology and Educational Sciences (FPPW) 

o Henri Dunantlaan 2, 9000 Ghent  

o Map pin: https://goo.gl/maps/TMxopVY24LEz7vaGA 

o How to get there: 

▪ On foot:  

• From the city centre, it takes approx. 25 minutes to reach Henri Dunantlaan 2.  

▪ Tram:  

• Take Tram 2 to the Rozemarijnbrug stop. The walk from the Rozemarijnbrug 

to the faculty takes 8 minutes. 

• You can also take Tram 4 from the city centre to the faculty. Get off at the 

Bernard Spaelaan stop. The walk to the faculty takes 8 minutes.  

▪ Bus: 

• Take a bus to the Beneluxplein stop (bus 9, 14, 15, 38, 39, 65, 69): the bus 

stops in front of the faculty.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://goo.gl/maps/TMxopVY24LEz7vaGA
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Our Team and Supervisors  

Each year, an engaged and enthusiastic team works together to organize a smooth conference. In 

addition, at the PhD Pre – Conference, a board of professors of international standing will form a panel 

to comment on the presentations and will be available for any further guidance. The PhD Pre -

Conference therefore offers a very valuable and exceptional occasion to engage in comprehensive 

networking with colleagues from other European and non-European countries.  

Supervisors TiSSA 2022 

Prof. Rachelle Ashcroft – University of Toronto (Canada) 

Prof. Karin Böllert  - Münster University (Germany) 

Prof. Lieve Bradt – Ghent University (Belgium) 

Prof. Jim Campbell - University College Dublin (Ireland) 

Prof. Anna Odrowaz-Coates - Maria Grzegorzewska University (Poland) 

Prof. Paul Michael Garrett - National University of Ireland, Galway (Ireland) 

Prof. Anna Gupta - Royal Holloway, University of London (United Kingdom)  

Prof. Ewa Kantowich - University of Olsztyn (Poland) 

Prof. Fabian Kessl -  University of Wuppertal (Germany) 

Prof. Griet Roets – Ghent University (Belgium) 

Prof. Rudi Roose – Ghent University (Belgium) 

Prof. Shachar Timor-Shlevin -Bar Ilan University (Israël) 

Prof. Ulrike Voigtberger - Hamburg University of Applied Sciences (Germany) 

Prof. Martin Wagener – UCLouvain (Belgium) 

The international Social Work and Society Academy  

 
Prof. dr. Rudi Roose – Chair of TiSSA  

Phone: +32(0)9 264 91 28  

Email: rudi.roose@ugent.be  

 

Nele Feryn - Secretary  

Phone: +32(0)9 264 63 78  

Email: nele.feryn@ugent.be  

 

Tina Garré - Financial and Administrative Office  

Phone: +32(0)9 264 63 78  

Email: tina.garre@ugent.be 
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Important information for PhD – Pre participants  

Timeframe 

Each participant is allowed to present for 20 minutes. Afterwards, other participants as well as the 

supervisory board will be granted with 20 minutes to discuss the presentation, ask questions or give 

remarks. In order to provide all participants with an equal amount of time, we kindly request not to 

exceed the 20 minutes presentation limit. 

Please do not forget to include the following elements in your presentation 

- Name of your supervisor 

- Introduction including phase of your doctoral research 

- Research question 

- Methodology 

- Findings (if applicable) 

- Concluding remarks (if applicable) 

- Questions for the audience and supervisory panel 

Accommodation 

Each room is provided with a computer and a beamer. Participants who prefer to use their own laptop 

are allowed to do so. All computers available are Windows computers. As a result, participants who 

prefer to make us of their own Apple computer are asked to bring the necessary adapters so they can 

connect to the beamer. 

PhD Welcome Reception 

On Friday evening after the last presentation, all participants are invited for joining us at the PhD 

Welcome Reception, drinks and food is provided. This reception will take place at the conference 

location (Henri Dunantlaan 2, Ghent).  
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Friday, 19 August 2022 - Henri Dunantlaan 2, 9000 Ghent 

 
08:30 – 09:30   Registration (Second floor) 

 

 

09:30 – 10:30    Welcome and introduction of the Pre-Conference (Room 1.3) 

 

10:30 – 11:00   Coffee break (Second floor) 

 

11:00 – 13:00   Morning session (Room 1.3) 

A qualitative study of informal caregivers: How to care meaningfully? - Alzbeta 

Matochova (DE) 

Excluded from inclusion? Reclaiming citizenship rights with citizens with 

multiple disabilities through a socio-spatial transformation of residential care - 

Vanessa Dermaut (BE)   

Logics of care in temporary container homes at the edge of the city - Sophie 

Samyn (BE) 

13:00 – 14:00   Lunch break (Second Floor)  

 

14:00 – 16:00   Afternoon parallel sessions (Room 1.3 and Room 2.3) 

Session 1 (Room 1.3) 

Prak & Priemus (1986) revisited: social housing as an uncertain organization 

'between stones and people’ - Simon Allemeersch (BE) 

Youth homelessness and innovative housing solutions. A systematic review of 

housing first for youth - Mattia Mansueto (BE) 

Revealing the freedom of movement and capacity to aspire of vulnerable 

youngsters in residential youth care: Towards a socio-spatial citizenship climate 

- Matthias Remmery (BE) 

Session 2 (Room 2.3) 

Reclaiming the future? Critical perspectives on social work with/for illegalised 

migrants in Belgium - Soline Ballet (BE) 

We have entered one centrifuge and we do not know how to get out of it 

because we chose this path”: Protecting migrants and refugees in Serbia during 

the COVID-19 pandemic - Violeta Markovic (RS) 

Lost in transit? Deconstructing the il/legalization of migrants dwelling in 

European ‘transit zones’ - Maud Martens (BE) 

16:00 – 16:30   Coffee break (Second floor) 
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16:30 – 18:00   Evening session (Room 1.3) 

Theorizing (lived) citizenship through children’s perspectives - Eveline 

Meylemans (BE) 

Struggling to legitimize as a good enough parent: A grounded theory study of 

parents with children in out-of-home care - Anja Eichhorn (DE) 

 

18:30 – 23:00  Welcome reception for the PhD Pre - Conference participants  

 During this reception, you can get to know your fellow colleagues and meet the 

supervisors in an informal setting. The international Social Work & Society Academy 

will offer beverages and food. 
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Saturday, 20 August 2022 - Henri Dunantlaan 2, 9000 Ghent 

 
09:00 – 10:30   Morning session (Room 1.3) 

Career Patterns of Social Workers from the Perspective of Planned Behavior 

Theory - Guil Javier Koltun (IL) 

Constituting De-Institutionalized Professionalism. Exploring a socio-spatial 

professional orientation - Dries Cautreels (BE) 

 

10:30 – 11:00   Coffee break (Second floor) 

 

11:00 – 13:00   Morning parallel sessions (Room 1.3 and room 2.3) 

Session 1 (Room 1.3) 

Does a pandemic affect domestic violence? The case study of helpline for 

women experiencing violence - Nikola Fejková (SK) 

Creating the social in the medical. The development of poverty-aware 

rehabilitation practices - Bart Volders (BE) 

Researching the relationship between Child Welfare and Protection Services 

(in Flanders – Dutch part of Belgium) and poverty - John William Decoene (BE) 

Session II (Room 2.3) 

Secondary school leaders’ views on school: in alignment with the commons? - 

Juno Tourne (BE) 

Single father parental empowerment in action - Aleksandr Lepin (RU) 

The history of social work with single mothers in Slovenia in the perspective 

of public patriarchy - Tanja Buda (SL) 

 

13:00 – 14:00   Lunch break (Second floor) 

 

14:00 - 16:15   Q&A sessions (Room 1.3) 

Session I: 14:00 – 15:00  

Qualitative research methods and research ethics in social work research – 

Prof. Griet Roets (BE) & Dr. Laura Van Beveren (BE) 

Session II: 15:15 – 16:15 

   Writing for publication – Prof. Rudi Roose (BE) 
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Sunday, 21 August 2022 - Henri Dunantlaan 2, 9000 Ghent 
 

09:00 – 10:30   Morning session (Room 1.3) 

Active Ageing (AA) in Residential Homes for Senior Citizens (RHSC). 

Construction of a guidebook to support the RHSC based on the assumptions 

of  AA - Ricardo Crispim (PT)  

The role of social workers in the contacts of neglected children placed in foster 

care with their own parents - Sabina Zdráhalová (CZ) 

 

10:30 – 11:00  Coffee break (Second floor) 

 

11:00 – 13:00   Morning parallel sessions (Room 1.3 and 2.3)   

Session I (Room 1.3) 

Exploring Educators' Subjective Perception of Reflection via Q methodology - 

Monika Cajko Eibicht (CZ) 

Freedom and autonomy within social work. Towards an ethics of social 

freedom - Bram Gootjes (BE) 

Transparency in Social Work: Mapping Polarities Faced by Social Workers - 

Gretl Dons (BE) 

Session II (Room 2.3) 

Evaluation of the efficiency of psychosocial interventions for unaccompanied 

juvenile refugees/unaccompanied minors (UM) - Noemi Roupcova (CZ) 

Meaning of leisure time for young people in vulnerable situations - Saan Van 

Elsen (BE) 

The Pedagogy of the Child-Friendly City - Sander Van Thomme (BE) 

 

13:00 – 14:00   Lunch break (Second floor) 

 

14:00 – 16:00   Afternoon session (Room 1.3) 

Social work with people confronted with criminal justice interventions - a 

human rights perspective - Liesbeth Naessens (BE) 

Social justice and sustainability issues in the Code of Ethics for Social Workers: 

an international comparative analysis (International document data first results 

discussion) - Inês Pereira and Maria Inês Amaro (PT) 

Sports as a tool for the social reintegration of prisoners:  A social work 

perspective - Marie-Lou Libbrecht (BE) 
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16:00 – 16:30   Closing session (Room 1.3) 

 

17:00 – 20:00  Welcome reception for all participants (Henri Dunantlaan 2, Ghent) 

 This reception is the ideal opportunity to meet each other. The international Social 

Work & Society Academy will offer beverages and appetizers. 

 

There will be a book launch of the book: “Social Work with the Black African 

Diaspora” (Policy Press). The authors are Washington Marovatsanga (Atlantic 

Technological University) and Paul Michael Garrett (University of Galway). TiSSA 

conference participants can get a discount of 50% when you purchase the book. For 

more information, click here. 

  

 

file:///C:/Users/nferyn/Desktop/SOCIAL%20WORK%20WITH%20THE%20BLACK%20AFRICAN%20DIASPORA%20Flyer%20and%20Discount%20Voucher.pdf

